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Libraries Safeguard Our Democracy
by Rita Baguio Christensen, ULA President
Good Morning. My name is Rita Baguio Christensen, I am the president of the Utah Library Association. I have
worked in academic and public libraries for twenty years and am currently the Head Children’s Librarian at the
Orem Public Library, which houses the largest children’s library in the state of Utah. I’ve written book reviews,
blog posts, and podcasts on children’s literature since 1990 and currently write for School Library Journal.
Today, I stand before you as a representative of every librarian and library in the state of Utah. Librarians are
united and unwavering in their support of the First Amendment that guarantees all Utahns’ five basic
freedoms: freedom of speech, freedom of press, freedom of petition, freedom of assembly, and freedom of
religion.
Of these five freedoms, freedom of speech is the key principle that upholds our democracy. Tomorrow, on
December 15, our country celebrates the 230th anniversary of the ratification of the First Amendment. Now is
the time to reflect on the future of free speech and the right to read during polarizing times.
Through the babel and bluster of discordant voices, libraries are singular in their patriotic work of embracing
the voices of all Americans and resources that inform, enlighten, and provide varied viewpoints. Libraries are
essential in safeguarding our democracy.

Benjamin Franklin said, "An investment in knowledge
pays the best interest."
Libraries have been investing in Utah’s future since
the first Free Public Library of Salt Lake City opened
their doors in 1898.

Maria Reesa, a Filipina reporter who accepted the
Nobel Peace Prize last week said, “Without facts you
can’t have truth. Without truth you can’t have trust.
Without trust we have no shared reality, no
democracy, and it becomes impossible to deal with the
existential problems of our times.”

Our libraries provide communities equal access to
information and knowledge.

Libraries have facts. Libraries have truth. Libraries
have trust.

Our libraries improve education, health literacy, and
work skills.

The proposition that the voices of the marginalized
have no place on library shelves, erodes the facts,
truth, and trust in libraries. And it erodes democracy.

Our libraries provide windows into the experiences of
others and mirrors to see ourselves.
Our libraries foster early literacy and student
success.
Our libraries foster civic engagement and community
pride.
Our libraries play a role as second responders during
natural disasters and especially now during the
COVID-19 pandemic crisis.
Our libraries make miracles happen, empower our
children, and save lives with that one book that
makes a critical connection.
Think about the positive interest that has accrued in
the last 123 years in our communities statewide. It’s
vast and innumerable.
Investing is hard. Utah librarians use their expertise
to select diversified and appropriate materials for the
age groups and communities they serve. Yet voices
are challenging our investment in knowledge;
particularly of our diverse selections.
Limiting access to information and ideas limits our
right to read. It puts the future of Utah at risk–
lessening our accrued interest in knowledge and
increasing the cost to our communities in the form of
misinformation, disinformation, divisiveness, and
global business opportunities.

Abandoning constitutional principles, bypassing legal
and transparent processes, and ignoring the rule of
law; while imposing personal, political, or moral
values on others is a dangerous pattern that is antirule of law, anti-democracy, and anti-American.
I’m a parent. My children are now in college. I have
Utah values and priorities of family, faith, hard work,
and accountability. I know that it can be frightening
to raise children in this tumultuous and changing
world. But let’s not let fear threaten our libraries and
our democratic values.
Let’s come together as caregivers, teachers,
librarians, and leaders to navigate ideas and diverse
voices in a way that protects our freedoms and
ensures that the rights of all individual Utahns' are
respected and considered.
The Utah Library Advocates eBook, which was
released today, helps caregivers learn about the
importance of libraries and how to talk with their
child about books and difficult topics.
Every Utahn, regardless of age, enjoys the freedoms
guaranteed by the First Amendment of the
Constitution of the United States. The Utah Library
Association supports the Supreme Court’s
recognition that libraries are places for voluntary
inquiry and should contain a diversity of ideas, even
those that might be controversial to some. Together,
with our allied organizations, we stand for
intellectual freedom and the freedom to read, and
invite others to do the same.

