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Presentation Notes
Overview, technology required for some services, examples of services and resources in two libraries USU Merrill-Cazier and UU MarriottThis talk is about maps and other geospatial information in all kinds of libraries.



When was the last time you used a map?

• Planning travel – local and distant
• Genealogy research
• Find out about a place that someone in your family has moved to
• School research
• City governments for planning
• Market research for a business
• Find out about a place in the news
• Historical research
• Decoration
• Design ideas
• Status symbol!

What did you use it for?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Lots of reasons we use maps



Maps are Useful for Information and to Show  Patterns

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/03/21/climate/how-americans-think-about-climate-change-in-six-maps.html?_r=0
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Maps can Make Things Clearer, More Quickly

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 World map, to compare to…(next slide)
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Presentation Notes
Cartogram, size of countries not the size in sq. mi or km, but size of variable displayed (child mortality).

http://www-personal.umich.edu/%7Emejn/cartograms/


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/View_of_the_World_from_9th_Avenue#/
media/File:Steinberg_New_Yorker_Cover.png
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Maps can be fun (this slide and next)



http://www.funnyordie.com/articles/a106c8188f/the-map-of-
america-as-seen-by-a-new-yorker



Terminology

• Maps
• Geospatial services
• Geospatial resources
• Geographic information systems (GIS)
• Geolocation
• GPS (global positioning system)
• Geotagging/Geocoding
• Geo-IP
• Geocaching

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Geospatial – what do we mean? geo=earth, spatial=relating to place, location in a place or in a space



Why maps in libraries?

For the same reason we have 
other collections and services 
in our libraries- because they 
are useful to people, because 
people might not have access 
to them otherwise, because 
we can provide help in using 
them to find information and 
for enjoyment.

Including maps of our 
libraries!  Floors, levels, 
collection locations.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
How do these maps come to libraries? planned collection development, purchased from commercial map publishers or obtained through the Federal Depository Library Program, make room for the collection for storage and useOr donated or inherited from other libraries or departments or from a community member who has been saving National Geographic or AAA maps for years and decides to give them to the library.Other ways maps have come into your libraries? 



Map Libraries

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Whole library built around maps: acquisitions, collection development, cataloging, reference services.



Map Collections in Libraries

• Historic maps (worldwide, regional, local)
• Road maps and travel atlases
• Wall maps (worldwide, regional, local)
• Atlases – general (world, state, county) and thematic (political, climate)
• Globes
• State and local government maps
• “topo maps” or “quads” USGS Quadrangle Maps
• U.S. Government produced maps: USDA (soils maps, Forest Service maps, 

NOAA, Census, CIA, Defense Mapping Agency)
• United Nations maps, maps from mapping offices in other countries
• Helpful to have staff in the library that can help people find and use maps

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Maps and atlases from government agencies and commercial publishers (National Geographic, Rand McNally, etc.);7 ½ minute USGS quadrangle maps, detailed land maps that many other maps are built on; widely available 



Changes with Technology – more geographic  
information, more formats

• Aerial photography
• Satellite imagery
• Computers

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Easier reproduction, easier to make, new kinds of geographic information and products.



Online Maps and Geographic Information

• Scanned maps from print collections
• E-versions of atlases and maps 
• Directional maps created by organizations, businesses on websites
• Map interfaces such as Google Maps, MapQuest, Google Earth, 

OpenStreetMap, Scribble Maps
• Aerial photographs and satellite imagery
• Geographic data sources and repositories
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Libraries can provide links, guides, and even assistance using these resources.



GIS (Geographic Information Systems)

• Wikipedia: A geographic information system (GIS) is a system 
designed to capture, store, manipulate, analyze, manage, and present 
spatial or geographic data.

• Libraries use GIS for planning, understanding their communities
• Libraries provide services related to GIS in a number of different ways:

• Lead people to data
• Provide hardware and software 
• help people use GIS
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Presentation Notes
 Geodata.gov  federal state and local data; Utah AGRC https://gis.utah.gov/ Automated Geographic Reference Center(e.g. ESRI products, National Map)Common reference questions for GIS area: finding the right data, working with geographic coordinate systems, working through a roadblock in their projectsData as a collection: how to catalog, store, helping researchers make data available, how to make it accessible (links on web pages? In library catalog?)



Other Geospatial Services

• Housing maps created in the community (academic libraries and IRs; 
public library local special collections)

• Create maps from items in library collection (e.g. where research on a 
topic is being done)

• Enhancing a collection by tying it into maps (e.g. pioneer diaries on a 
map)

• Creating a local resources online geospatial guide (local attractions)
• Programming with geospatial information: creating maps, 

contributing to online maps (OpenStreetMap), geocaching
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Presentation Notes
Echoing other types of library collections and services, moving from acquiring, organizing, and providing access to an in-place collection, to working with virtual materials and to resource creation with our communities.



Maps, Mapping, and Geospatial Services 
in Your Library

• What uses for maps and geospatial services might your patrons have?
• Consider: community activities, popular personal activities, unique 

local resources (cultural, natural), ethnicity and culture of local 
population, kinds of businesses, area history, student research areas

• Consider who you might work with to make a service available 
through cooperative effort

• There is a wealth of options – from simple and inexpensive to 
resource intensive and complex – choose what is right for your library

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Where can your library fit into the larger geospatial resources and services picture?It will depend on your users and their needs and interests, and possibly the interests of your staff to make them possible; there are lots of options.Geography is the WHERE of everything.  It gives us information and can lead to the why.  Justin’s projectsIt can influence where to build your house, to start your business, go for a vacation,It affects our sense of self – our ancestors, our culture, who we are in our local landscapeIt determines our environment: our latitude polar vs tropical, by an ocean, on a mountain, crops we can grow



Resources

• ALA  Map & Geospatial Information Round Table (MAGIRT)
www.ala.org/magirt/

• ESRI Environmental Systems Research Institute http://www.esri.com
• Maps and GIS journal articles (found in library research databases)
• Local teachers and practitioners http://www.uen.org/k12educator/ and 

search GIS (for example)
• Online browsing
• Other librarians
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http://www.ala.org/magirt/
http://www.uen.org/k12educator/
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