
By Trish Hull 

Wow, a year has almost passed and we have just about arrived at my favorite 

time of year: ULA Conference! 

It has been a wonderful year full of great events, awards, and experiences. We 

have the best library association in the country. We are respected by ALA in 

regards to intellectual freedom. We have a member running for Public Library 

Association president and many members involved in ALA at different levels. 

We are a great state as far as citizens who love and appreciate libraries. 

Our member libraries range from large academics to tiny rural libraries and 

bookmobiles. We have great diversity and a wealth of experience and enthu-

siasm. As I have traveled through parts of the state and spoken with many of 

you, I have been impressed by how relevant and important we are to our 

communities. Our customers love us and we love our jobs.  

I am so proud to be associated with great librarians who serve as mentors 

and examples to us all. I have learned that no matter the library size, every-

one is creative, innovative, and ready to leap into the future. You are amazing. 

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve you and get to know you. It 

has been a fun ride.  

We do have challenges in our libraries, but I have been excited to see the way 

we embrace those challenges and plan for the future. It has been exciting to 

see the cooperation between libraries, as well. Utah libraries know how to 

play and work well together. I believe that collaboration will continue to be 

important in the years ahead.  

I hope you are as excited about the Annual Conference as I am. We have our 

massage chairs and chocolate fountain as promised, a great keynote speaker  
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BYU Librarians Selected for Leadership Pro-

grams  

Mike Hunter, Assistant University Librarian for Pub-

lic Services at the Harold B. Lee Library, has been 

selected as one of 15 senior-level librarians for the 

2014 class of Senior Fellows at the University of 

California-Los Angeles. 

Elizabeth Smart, Scholarly Communications Manag-

er, has been selected to participate in the 2014 

Mountain Plans Library Association Leadership Insti-

tute in Colorado. 

ULA Conference Podcast  

Creative Libraries Utah invited ULA President Trish 

Hull on a recent episode of their podcast to talk 

about the upcoming Annual Conference. Listen 

online at http://ow.ly/vGHtI. 

 

Library Journal Design Institute  

Is your library considering a new building, redesign, 

or renovation? Then you wonõt want to miss the 

upcoming Design Institute at the Salt Lake Public 

Library on May 16. Even if youõre just dreaming, 

youõll find inspiration, innovation, and many practical 

ideas to take back to your library.  

Admission is free, but space is limited. Register 

online at http://ow.ly/vF6V1. 

Join us at the Salt Lake Public Library on May 15 

from 12:00ñ5:00 PM for a tour of area libraries. 

 

Continued from previous page. 

in Joan Frye Williams, and some excellent work-

shops and preconferences (Black Belt Librarian!). 

And for the first time, weõre having an auction to 

raise money for conference scholarships. This will 

be held at our networking social, which I hope you 

will attend. (Itõs where the chocolate fountain is.)  

Conferences should have something for everyone. 

Our conference committee has worked very hard 

and I am very grateful to Jessica Whetman, Angela 

Igo, and everyone on the committee. Pia Jones, our 

conference planner, has kept us in line while arrang-

ing an amazing conference. 

òExplore, Enrich, Engage: The Future is Hereó and 

so is the ULA Annual Conference. Bring your en-

thusiasm, skills, and ideas because we are ready to 

blast in to the next generation of libraries and bold-

ly go whereñOh, you get the idea. Sorry. Got a 

little crazy there for a second. 

See you soon and thanks for a terrific year! 

Announcements 

 

http://is.gseis.ucla.edu/events/seniorfellows/
http://www.mpla.us/leadership/
http://www.mpla.us/leadership/
http://ow.ly/vGHtI
http://ow.ly/vF6V1
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Salt Lake County Libraries Welcome New Director 

By Greg Near, Salt Lake County Libraries 

The Salt Lake County Library System is very 

pleased to welcome new Associate Director 

Public Services, Peter Bromberg. Most recently, 

Bromberg spent three years as the Associate 

Director at the Princeton Public Library where 

he was involved in managing all aspects of the 

libraryõs day-to-day operations including: collec-

tion development; technical services and coordi-

nation of services to children, teens and adults; 

and oversight of information technology. In his 

previous role as Assistant Director of the South 

Jersey Regional Library Cooperative, he helped 

create and grow QandANJ.org, New Jerseyõs 

24/7 virtual reference service ð the first 24/7 

collaborative virtual reference service in the 

United States. 

He has served a three year stint as Secretary for 

ALAõs Learning Round Table, where he also 

served as membership chair and webmaster. He 

developed the Round Tableõs first blog CEBuzz 

(now ALALearnRT) that addresses continuing 

education and staff development. He served as 

Chair of the New Jersey Library Associationõs 

Professional Development Committee and has 

collaborated and worked on numerous state 

and regional committees and projects. In his 

spare time he enjoys reading, writing, keeping 

up with trends, playing tennis, and learning to 

play guitar. òI am honored and excited to work 

for such a fantastic organization as Salt Lake 

County Library, and look forward to meeting 

the staff,ó he said. 

W HATõS ON  AT  YOUR  LIBRARY? 

 

The staff of Utah Libraries News are happy to publish announcements of library-

related exhibits, lectures, open houses, tours, and other events.  

 

Send announcements to ulasubmissions@gmail.com. We publish issues in 

September, November, February, and April (Annual Conference Issue). 

Peter Bromberg (Image credit: Greg Near) 

http://www.ala.org/learnrt/
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Public Library Association Conference, 2014 

By Meghan Flynn, Grand County Public Library 

This past March, I was a recipient of an UPLIFT 

Professional Excellence Grant through the Utah 

State Library. The grant award allowed me to at-

tend the 2014 Public Library Association (PLA) 

Conference March 12-15 in Indianapolis. As the 

new Head of Adult Services at the Grand County 

Public Library in Moab, I have a great deal to learn, 

and the PLA Conference was the perfect place to 

gain knowledge and inspiration. 

The conference of-

fered more than 150 

programs focusing on 

many facets of work in 

a public library. There 

was a moving opening 

session from Bryan 

Stevenson, in which he 

eloquently encouraged 

everyone to keep our 

public libraries vibrant, 

strong, and relevant. A 

Big Ideas lecture was open to all PLA participants 

every morning of the conference. Speakers included 

authors Simon Sinek and David McRaney, journal-

ists Megan McArdle and Clive Thompson, and social 

psychologist Amy Cuddy. They spoke on several 

interesting topics including leadership styles, failure 

as a path to success, digital literacy, and nonverbal 

communication. The closing session featured a hi-

larious reading from author David Sedaris.  

Not only was the programming outstanding, there 

were a multitude of opportunities to talk with and 

learn from many of the other 8,000 public librarians 

in attendance. The PLA Conference was truly stim-

ulating from start to finish. 

LibraryReads, a readersõ advisory resource entirely 

driven by librarians, was a highlight of the confer-

ence. The LibraryReads  

site features books 

published each month 

that librarians have 

nominated as great 

reads. I was also able 

to see Pew Research 

representatives discuss 

the òtypology of public 

library engagement in 

Americaó in a session titled òTechnologyõs Future in 

Public Libraries.ó The information they shared can 

be found on the Pew Research website (http://

ow.ly/vEWkx). Links to a great deal of material pre-

sented in the sessions are now available online at 

(http://ow.ly/vEWui).  

Thank you to the Utah State Library for making my 

experience possible.  

ULA E LECTION  RESULTS  

 

Congratulations to the winners of the 

recent Utah Library Association election! 

Vice-President/President Elect: Dustin Fife 

Members-at-Large: Susan Hamada and 

Jasmina Jusic 

Public Section Vice-Chair: Stacy Vincent 

http://libraryreads.org/
http://ow.ly/vEWkx
http://ow.ly/vEWkx
http://ow.ly/vEWui
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Utah Library Worker Wins Lucille Westbrook Award 

By Cheryl Walters, Utah State University Library 

Darcy Pumphrey, currently Digital Library Assistant 

at Utah State Universityõs Merrill-Cazier Library and 

a recent graduate of the University of Arkansas at 

Little Rock (UALR) Master of Arts in public history 

program, has won the 2014 Lucille Westbrook 

Award for best article manuscript on an aspect of 

Arkansas history. 

Pumphrey will receive her award, which includes a 

$1,000 prize and a framed certificate, at an annual 

meeting of the Arkansas Historical Association. The 

meeting will be held April 3-5, at the historic Wash-

ington State Park in Hope, Arkansas. 

Pumphreyõs article, òToo Little, Too Late: Why Lit-

tle Rockõs Freeway Resistance Movement Failed to 

Stop the Construction of Interstate 630,ó will be 

published in the Arkansas Historical Quarterly.  

Darcy works in the Digital Initiatives department in 

the Merrill-Cazier Library where she coordinates 

creation of digital collections based on original ar-

chival materials from special collections and ar-

chives.  

The full press release can be read on the UALR 

website (http://ow.ly/vEYbq). 

Darcy Pumphrey (Image credit: UALR) 

 

Reference and Adult Services Round Table (RASRT) 

By Jason Cornelius, Logan Public Library 

Are you responsible for adult programming or 

work with adult library patrons at the reference 

desk? If so, weõre here for you! The Reference and 

Adult Services Round Table (RASRT) is dedicated 

to promoting excellent reference and information 

services, readersõ advisory, and adult programming 

in public, academic, and private libraries.  

We provide support for a broad range of library 

services through training, conferences, and webi-

nars. We also host networking opportunities for 

information professionals.  

We are interested in expanding the service we cur-

rently provide and need your help. Consider joining 

us at our upcoming business meeting on May 2, 8:00

-8:30 AM, during the ULA Annual Conference. 

http://ow.ly/vEYbq
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The Library Tourist 

By Stacy Vincent, Public Libraries Section Editor 

The folks at the Paso Robles Public Library 

probably thought my husband and I were a little 

nutty when we visited last fall. We were excit-

edly run-walking and shout-whispering through 

the library while pointing things out to each oth-

er and snapping photos. Book club kits in duffel 

bags! *click* Color-coded reading level guides! 

*click* Gorgeous built-in fish tank! *click* Ingen-

ious brochure display! *click* Smelly guy snoring 

in fiction! Um, no click. I probably have a 10:1 

ratio of book-related photos to family photos 

from that trip. (Okay, that happens every trip. 

Sad, but awesome.) If I were in my branch, the 

run-walking and shout-whispering would be ex-

pected from kids or teenagers. But if I saw 

adults snapping pictures of directional signs and 

book displays, I would know Iõd found a kindred 

spirit. (Or possibly someone under the influ-

ence, but letõs stay positive here.) 

The Paso Robles Public Library was just one of 

the many libraries and bookstores we visited on 

our way to the California coast. My husband had 

intentionally planned our route for maximum 

library/bookstore coverage. We love being book 

tourists. Itõs a thrill for my husband as a book-

lover, because he loves to hunt for hidden gems 

at used bookstores. He loves old fantasy series 

that are out of print or no longer carried by our 

library. For me, itõs enlightening as a library pro-

fessional. I love to see what bookstores are do-

ing that could be carried over to the library. I 

am especially inspired to see the innovative 

things that other libraries are doing. Whether 

itõs a grand library on the other side of the 

world or a humble branch one city over, there 

is always something to learn and discover. 

You know youõve done it, too. (If not, give it a 

try!) Perhaps you are visiting great aunt Sally in 

rural Nebraska and stumbled upon a quaint one-

room library and fell in love. Maybe experienc-

ing the Library of Congress is on your bucket 

list. (If itõs not, please re-evaluate your choices.) 

Or perchance youõve visited a library so sad that 

it made you thank your lucky stars for your own 

branch, quirks and all. (That happened to me 

while visiting the Ukraine. I learned that 50% of 

Ukrainian libraries have no heat in winter. Sud-

denly, playing bumper chairs at my own 

cramped reference desk doesnõt seem so bad.)  

Do you work in a public library? Do you have a story 

or issue youõd like to see in this column? Iõd love to 

hear about it. Send me an email at svin-

cent@slcolibrary.org. 

 
Paso Robles Public Library.  

(Image credit: WikiCommons.) 

mailto:svincent@slcolibrary.org?subject=ULN%20Public%20Library%20Section
mailto:svincent@slcolibrary.org?subject=ULN%20Public%20Library%20Section
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ILEAD at ULA Conference 

By Dustin Fife, San Juan County Libraries 

In 2013, the Utah State Library did a fabulous job 

organizing the ILEAD USA Utah program. This pro-

gram focused on leadership and innovation and it 

was one of the best experiences of my career. I was 

able to meet librarians from across the state and 

from every type of library. We learned and we built 

innovative projects together. I had the wonderful 

opportunity to work with Kristen Stehel of the 

Utah State Library and Tegan Davis of the Park City 

Library. We also had an amazing mentor in Darcy 

Card of the Utah State Library. As a team, we cre-

ated Creative Libraries Utah, an ongoing project 

that I hope you will all visit. This article is less about 

our project in particular, though, and more about 

my experience with ILEAD.  

At ILEAD, we are instructed by national speakers 

such as R. David Lankes and Eli Neiberger and by 

local legends like Sandra McIntyre of the Mountain 

West Digital Library and Sam Passey of Uintah 

County Library. We had the opportunity to try new 

programs and products and to experiment with new 

ideas. We worked as small teams, but were ex-

posed to many other amazing participants, speakers, 

and projects. The training and experience were rev-

elatory and we worked in an environment where it 

was acceptable to fail. If the project did not work, 

no one lost their job. ILEAD created a place where 

creativity could flow uninhibited by routine and nor-

mal work dynamics. 

The Utah State Library will once again be organizing 

ILEAD for the state of Utah in 2015. It will be an 

unparalleled opportunity for individuals and the in-

stitutions they represent. For a better understand-

ing of what ILEAD is, I hope everyone will visit the 

ILEAD sessions at the upcoming ULA Annual Con-

ference. They will be held May 2 at 9:30 AM (Part I) 

and 11:00 AM (Part II).  

I cannot speak more highly of this program and op-

portunity.  

From left to right: Tegan Davis, Dustin Fife, and Kristen Stehel. 

(Image credit: Dustin Fife. Edited for publication by Annie Smith) 

http://www.webjunction.org/partners/illinois/il-programs/ileadusa/ilead-usa-utah.html
http://creativelibrariesutah.org/

